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Imperialism and Totalitarianism
The true test of the sustainability of a culture is whether or not it can thrive under its rule of government over a period of time.  When one compares and contrasts imperialism and totalitarianism in reference to 19th and 20th Europe, imperialism has lead the way with totalitarianism unfortunately sustaining the test of time in 20th century Europe through the unfortunate realities of tyranny and evil dictatorships.  This paper will equate imperialism, such as Louis XIV’s monarchy, to the totalitarian regimes of 20th century Europe.  The 20th century Europe totalitarian regimes this paper will reference are Adolph Hitler’s dictatorship in Nazi Germany and Joseph Stalin’s Soviet Union regime.  This paper will quantify how these outcomes effected the development of modern Europe.  On a side note, it is still debatable whether socialism and communism have ever stood the test of time.  Comparatively, it is questionable whether or not capitalism will ever truly mark the past millennia and the current with an absolute mark of great success.  This paper will also cite any impact that these developments had, if any, outside of Europe.  In addition this paper will explore which “ism” had more overall influence in European society, culture, and/or politics.  
In the Beginning: Imperialism

Imperialism can cover any length of time on any timescale in Western Europe, such as Marie Antoinette’s reign in France or the nation building country of Great Britain.  Marie Antoinette was born Maria Antonia Josepha Jahanna, on November 2, 1755 at Hofburg Palace in Vienna, Austria.  Additionally, it would be Marie Antoinette who would be the premiere figure in France to approve of extreme imperialism, while most French citizens learned to strongly dislike her form of government.  Imperialism is classified as any country that was once ruled under an aristocratic or monarchical form of government.  Some of the most imperialistic governments under imperialistic authority have been the catalysts for inevitable conflicts and wars because of aristocracy and inequality.  (Hunt et al, 2009).
After the French Revolution: Totalitarianism
On the opposing end of imperialism is totalitarianism. Totalitarianism was not a new concept to European civilization, however, 20th century Europe welcomed and adopted totalitarian regimes as a mainstay movement and as a form of government.  In 20th century Europe, totalitarian regimes were led by the states of Nazi Germany under the rule of Adolph Hitler, (1933-1945), and Joseph Stalin of the Soviet Union. (1924-1953).  (History Guide 2016).  As history dictates, the French Revolution would start the first western extreme social movement that would cause the world to visit inequality.  However, it would take WWI & WWII before conflict and violence would force change.  Unlike the French Revolution of the past, the Great Wars would add a new element in dominating large societies by the use of totalitarianism, or by the dictating rule of a majority party over groups of people who are void of political power.
The United States, United Kingdom, Soviet Union, and China were against the Axis nations during WWII, and together brought down Nazi Germany in 1945. There had been wide-spread European self-destruction by 1945 with the anti-imperialist Labour Party taking up the reigns of the government. (Lindemann 2012).

The timeline for WWII was rooted as far back as the 1930’s with hostilities that officially began with the German invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939, and history books have documented that this ended with the Japanese surrender to the United States within six years.  During WWII, Winston Churchill transitioned from a militant-anti communist to a supporter of Stalin and the Soviet Union, which in turn formed a capitalist-Communist alliance against Nazism. (Lindemann 2012).   The war can be divided into three phases: 1939–41, when Axis victory seemed imminent; 1941–43, when Axis conquests reached their high point even as the tide turned with the U.S. and Soviet entry into the war; and 1943–45, as the Allies beat back and ultimately defeated the Axis. (American President 2016).  
Beyond totalitarianism, those who fell to the barbaric treatment under Nazi domination also fell to the deadly brutality of violence and genocide under Nazi Germany.  There is a sense that the entire democratic value system and political economy is still in jeopardy of being infiltrated with other value systems.  On a side note, it is still debatable whether socialism and communism has ever stood the test of time, and it is questionable whether or not capitalism will ever truly mark the past millennia and the current with an absolute mark of great success.  Author Francis Fukuyama, of post-totalitarian politics: The End of History and the Last Man cites his view of mankind’s political evolution:
“We may be witnessing the end of mankind’s ideological evolution and the universalization of Western liberal democracy as the final form of human government.” (Fukuyama 1992) 
When one studies the impact of what imperialism and totalitarianism had on the overall influence in European society, culture, and/or politics today, one might notice the common thread of a history of violence that has taken on a stronger personification in Europe and throughout the world. There is more war and there is more genocide.  Communism and socialism have only had less than impressive impacts on many societies like China and the Soviet Union.  Capitalism, once the hallmark of study by Karl Marx and Marxism, is equally unsustainable in world markets such as the United States, Great Britain, and France.  (Marx and Engels 2012).  However, in order for capitalism to at least have a running chance in any first world market economy, one had to witness the rise and fall of imperialism, totalitarianism, Nazism, socialism, and then communism.  In this way one can witness, through history, the rise and fall of mankind’s ideological evolution and the universalization of Western liberal democracy as the final form of human government.” (Fukuyama 1992).  It is as if the world had to crawl and then fall several times before learning how to ride a metaphorical political bicycle, riding towards a type of global freedom.  Additionally, we live in a world today in which the consequences of 19th century western imperialism are still being felt. The idealism of the expansion of western civilization has reached an ultimate point in this expansion, which speaks to the issues cited by Fukuyama, in that the world has indeed reached its final form of government.  It must be cited that at best, the United States has instituted capitalism, with many remarkable changes in capitalism that have caused a type of class warfare among United States citizens.  This brings the world full circle back to where it once started, and in fact, if we have learned anything from the causes behind the French revolution.  As one studies the impacts of war, one must cite that imperialism and capitalism have caused more damage to societies than not. (The Royal Geographical Society 2013).
In Conclusion: A Gravitational Pull Towards a Violent Landscape
In conclusion, both imperialism and totalitarianism would mark the test of time that humanity would start out in rebellion from western monarchy and bury its conscience in evil and violence.  One has to wonder if man ever formed any level of human morality and conscience, what kind of world would have emerged as a result of commonplace humanity.  History is proof that imperialistic societies to not function well and history proves that they lead to anarchy, upheaval, and total rebellion.  However, on a positive note, it should be noted that even the futile efforts of totalitarianism cannot stop humanity from spreading and engulfing the world.
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